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SUBJECT:   Sandogardy Pond Beavers 
 
DATE ISSUED:  5/21/24 
 
 
PURPOSE:  Informational  
 
                  
OVERVIEW:    As you are aware the beavers have constructed many dams around Sandogardy Pond, most of which we do 
not have the equipment to access and we all understand that this is an act of nature and the Town is not responsible. 
However, I want to keep you informed regarding the ongoing issue, and if there is an opportunity for us to assist we can.  
 
See attached details.  
 
OBJECTIVE:   To hold a public hearing, and seek DES approval, and assistance from outside entities.  
.  
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Sandogardy Pond 
 
Currently, we have two issues at Sandogardy Pond and they have to be handled separately, but do connect.  
 
Beavers:  
 
We have beavers constructing dams around the pond blocking access for the pond to drain causing 
properties to flood.  The potential hazard is that there are septic systems still located on the pond side of 
some homes that could flood and cause contamination.  
 
What we’ve been doing is trapping and removing dams that we can reach with what equipment we have.  
 
What some residents have been doing is going out on boats or wading in the water to get to other dams 
and remove them.  
 
Other options we could look further into include hiring out contractors that have delt with beaver dam 
removals in the past and having them remove the dams. Once the dams are removed construct a log boom 
to keep the beavers from constructing a new dam at the outlet of the pond.  I have more information 
coming soon on this, this was also recommended by our trapper who we contract with now.  
 
Sunken Logs: 
In 1938 a hurricane rolled through NH, after the storm the Federal Government stamped some logs and 
sunk them to the bottom of the pond where many still remain.  
 
There are a couple of issues we are facing currently.  One is that these logs tend to pop up and if someone 
is out boating, they could be a hazard. Second, is the Beavers have started to push the ones that pop up 
and utilize them as part of their dam.  
 
I have reached out to numerous individuals regarding this issue and it all falls under RSA 482-A:22-a.  To 
remove the logs, we’d have to send a notice to all abutters of the pond, hold a public hearing, and file for a 
wetlands permit which costs $400. I understand that you’re thinking this should be the Feds problem, 
well in my research, they washed their hands of this problem many years ago, so the former program is 
no longer valid.  
 
 
For both issues, I have been in contact with NH DES Wetlands Bureau, NH DES Dam Bureau, Jamie Irving 
of Meredith who has a lot of knowledge on both of these issues, and community members Mark and 
Donna St. Cyr who have been a great help supplying pictures and the newspaper article, and history.  I’ve 
also been in contact with the NH Dept of Natural & Cultural Res whom the Town received the grant for 
Glines Park through many years ago to see if we’d be able to receive additional funding. Unfortunately, 
because we do not own the dams and they are not part of “Glines Park” and the Pond is not considered 
part of “Glines Park” in accordance with the application that was filed for property lines, we are not 
eligible for any additional funding through this resource.   
 
 
That being said I’d like to continue to look for resources, request for quotes, and move forward with DES 
permitting. I have reached out to Marine Patrol to see if we need a permit to install a log boom.  
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