
 

 

NORTHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting of February 16, 2017      

 

Present:  Sel. Crowley, Sel. Southworth, Sel. Allen 
Also Present:  Chief Raffaelly, Andy Buteau, Greg Peverley, Glenn Smith 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00pm 

 
 

1. Public Input 

 
The Chair recognized Greg Peverley and informed him that the Board had approved the contract to sell 
Union Church.  Greg discussed selling the benches separately and offered to sell them at an upcoming 
auction.  He believes they will bring approximately $100 each.   

 
 

2. Police Department 

 
Chief Raffaelly reported that he had spoken with Glenn about replacing the windshield in the detail car.  
Also, he has started receiving resumes for the open inspection.  He informed the Board that the boiler at 
PD has failed inspection.  Town Administrator Glenn Smith said that the town hall boiler had also failed.  
The inspector noted that the contractor had failed to install required safety feature when both units were 
installed about 18 months ago.   
 
3. Public Works Department  
 
Public Works Director Andy Buteau reported that the F550 truck is at Irwin’s for repairs.  Also the 
International truck has a broken spring and will be brought to Donavan’s in the morning.   Sel. 
Southworth said he believed the problem with the F550 was likely due to emissions.   
 
Andy reported that a citizen living on Stevens Road has called to express concerns about the town 
plowing as far as her home.  She would like the town to plow but not to sand the area in the vicinity of her 
home.  Andy reported that he had checked with Glenn and learned that the road is 3196 feet in length.  
Sel. Southworth asked that the road be measured. 
 
Andy suggested that the town move the fence along the town hall southern boundary be moved several 
feet to the south so it is closer to the property line.  This will allow for better drainage and maintenance of 
the town hall driveway.  Glenn noted that there is a small liability involved in letting the town hall 
neighbor to use the town hall driveway as the driveway for his apartments.  Board members instructed 
that this be considered as a future project.  Andy presented a purchase requisition for sander chains, which 
Board members signed.  
 
Andy reported that he has spent $40,000 on salt already this year and the shed is half full.  Board 
members discussed the status of the salt budget.  Sel. Southworth said that when he was Highway 
Superintendent he once had to use 8 loads of salt in the November/December window.  He noted that the 
Board can recommend adding to the salt budget at tonight’s Budget Committee meeting or at town 
meeting.   
 
Sel. Southworth said that Dearborn Road near the police station was getting too narrow and that the snow 
needed to be pushed back.  Chief Raffaelly said that the person plowing the Legion parking lot is leaving 
piles of snow in places that obstruct the view of motorists.   Sel. Crowley said that there is a car regularly 
parked on the sidewalk on Elm Street.  Chief Raffaelly said that this person had permission to park there; 



 

 

they had a cut out that they are supposed to use for parking but that they don’t clean it out in the winter.  
Sel. Southworth said that he used to use three trucks and the loader to clean up snow banks on Elm Street 
and the system worked well.  
 
Selectmen discussed the cracks recently appearing in the approach to Cannon Bridge. 
 
4. Administration  

 
Glenn advised that the town offer the prospective buyer of the Reservoir Road property a quit claim deed.  
Board members discussed the situation and concurred.  He also informed the Board that the Cilley family 
has arranged a Boston Post Cane presentation ceremony for 1pm on Saturday March 4th at the Legion.  He 
also informed the Board that Dylan McGuffin has offered to take a dead pine tree down from the Knowles 
Pond boat dock area without charge if the town cleans up the wood.  Board members gratefully accepted 
this offer.    
 
Board members reviewed the warrant.  Glenn reviewed information explaining warrant article 15.  Board 
members discussed the proposed TIF district and decided to amend the proposal to include road 
maintenance operations within the district.  Sel. Southworth asked if this was permissible.  Glenn 
responded that it was. 
 
Chief Raffaelly asked if the meeting with police officers was going to be rescheduled.  Board members 
rescheduled the meeting for Thursday February 23rd at 9am. 
 
Glenn updated the Board on the recent meeting between representatives of Spaulding Youth Center and 
the Conservation Commission.   
 
Board members discussed the proposal to broaden the criteria under which annual leave hours can be used 
when calculating eligibility for overtime. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 6:55pm 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:29pm 
 
Board members agreed by consensus to add a warrant article asking voters for $85,000 for a salary market 
adjustment.  Crowley/Southworth moved to recommend the Budget Committee bottom line budget 
recommendation.  Motion passed. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 8:34pm 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 9:03pm 
 
Crowley/Southworth moved to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 2, 2017.  Motion 

passed. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04pm. 
 

APPROVED BY THE NORTHFIELD SELECTBOARD ON FEBRUARY 21, 2017 


