
 

 

NORTHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MARCH 27, 2018   

 

Present:  Sel. Crowley, Sel. Brown 

Also Present:  Chief Raffaelly, Andy Buteau, Glenn Smith, 22 member of the public 

 

The Chair opened the public hearing on the future of recycling in Northfield at 7:00pm. 

 

Sel. Crowley reviewed recent changes in recycling markets, stating that because of market 

changes it now costs more to recycle materials than it does to dispose of them and that the 

situation is not expected to change for at least three to five years.   He stated that he believes it is 

time to invoke a clause in the recycling contract that allows the town to terminate the agreement 

and return to transfer station recycling. 

 

Members of the public discussed the situation with Selectmen.  Points of discussion included: 

 

• Timing of the transition 

• Recycling of glass 

• Possible bottle bill 

• Whether transfer station hours would be increased to accommodate larger crowds 

• Whether another vendor might provide the service more inexpensively 

• Recruiting community groups to take glass 

• Possibility of collecting recyclables that don’t generate large incomes but can be disposed 

of more inexpensively than by disposal at the incinerator. 

• Encouraging people to recycle cardboard 
 

There being no further discussion the public hearing was closed at 7:34pm 

 

Crowley/Brown moved to reappoint Doug Read as the Town representative to the Lakes Region 

Planning Commission.  Motion passed. 

 

Crowley/Brown moved to stop curbside recycling collection immediately.  Motion passed. 

 

Selectmen discussed separating newspaper from mixed paper and the difficulty of getting people 

to properly separate recyclables.  Sel. Brown suggested distributing handouts informing people 

as to what will be accepted at the transfer station.   

 

Sel. Crowley said that he wants to start accepting tires with wheels at the transfer station. 

 

Andy Buteau suggested that a flashing sign might be useful in encouraging people to bring items 

to the transfer station. 

 

The next meeting was set for 4:30pm on Tuesday April 3, 2018. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:04pm. 

 
APPROVED BY THE NORTHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN ON APRIL 3, 2018 


