
 

 

NORTHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting of March 7, 2017    

 
Present:  Sel. Crowley, Sel. Southworth, Sel. Allen 
Also Present:   Chief Raffaelly, Andy Buteau, Glenn Smith, Susan Ryan, Scott McGuffin, Lisa 

Swancott, Dick Stevens, Deb Peverley, George Flanders, residents of Haggett Farm 
Road, Morris Capriole, Jeff Brewer, Nick Anderson, Scott Haskins, Bill Wilder, 
Gretchen Wilder 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:00pm 

 
1. Public Input 
 
The Chair recognized Susan Ryan who introduced herself as the new CEO at Spaulding Youth Center.  
Selectboard members welcomed her to the position and inquired as to future plans at SYC.  Ms. Ryan 
reported that Spaulding Youth Center will continue the development proposal initiated under her 
predecessor is interested in updating aging infrastructure and will seek to revamp the existing trail system.  
She reported that she has heard from many residents who are concerned that the trail system will be lost if 
the development proposal moves forward.   
 
2. Police Department  

 
Chief Raffaelly reported that Car 12 is being repaired and should be back in service on Thursday.  Also, 
he will be off at the end of the month. 
 
3. Public Works Department  

 
Public Works Director Andy Buteau reviewed the repair estimate for the 2008 F550.  Repair costs are 
estimated to be $5,532.00. Sel. Southworth noted that the value of the truck is about $12,000.  Board 
members reviewed the utility of repairing the truck given its current condition, mileage and other factors.  
Board members agreed that repairing the truck is cost effective. 
 
Town Administrator Glenn Smith updated the Board as to his research into the status of Haggett Farm 
Road.  The project is continuing but currently records indicate that the road may not be a town road.  
Maria Dalton indicated that the town accepted the road in 1981 or 1982.  Regina Nadeau suggested that 
the town review the records of the firm completing the 1980’s area surveys.  Howard Lewis also 
suggested focusing on records from the early 1980’s.  Sel. Crowley stated that while this research is being 
conducted the town will continue to treat Haggett Farm Road as a town road. 
 
Board members agreed that the Amnesty event will be held on Thursday – Saturday April 27 – 29.   
 
The Chair recognized Josh McAllister of HEB Engineering, who reviewed reconstruction alternatives for 
Sandogardy Pond Road.  After reviewing the material presented, Board members agreed that a solution 
including a 20 foot wide paved road with a 2’ box cut and deep ditch drainage, along with a precast 
concrete arch bridge over Cross Brook was most appropriate.  Sel. Southworth noted that a 2 foot ditch is 
not required in all places.  The total cost of improvements is $2.82 million.    

 
4. Administration  
 
The Chair recognized Regina Nadeau who discussed development of the Cormier parcels on Rt. 140 in 
light of the proposed TIF plan update.  Ms. Nadeau proposed that the PILOT agreement previous 



 

 

discussed be extended to cover development in both North and South Parks.  She also asked for assurance 
that the development threshold previously discussed would not be increased due to the inclusion of road 
maintenance in the proposed TIF agreement.  Finally she asked for clarification concerning the 
development agreements referenced in the TIF update.  Board members discussed these issues.  They 
expressed a reluctance to extend the PILOT to north park and assured Ms. Nadeau that the goal of the 
town is to help foster development of these parcels.  They agreed to discuss these issues among 
themselves and seek resolution. 
 
The Chair recognized Morris Capriole, Jeff Brewer and Nick Anderson who expressed concern with the 
condition of Shaw Road, stating that spring mud is making the road impassible.  Sel. Southworth noted 
that it is a longstanding problem.  Board members reviewed the information presented and advised the 
residents to bring their concerns to the CIP committee so that the road will be included in the long term 
repair plan. 
 
Board members discussed the placement of political signs in front of town facilities.  Sel. Southworth 
noted that in the past the town has removed political signs from the welcome sign at Exit 19 but that there 
is no policy about signs in other locations.  Sel. Allen said that he feels that signs should not be on town 
property.  Board members discussed the matter with members of the public and asked Glenn to write a 
policy that prohibits signs on public property, including in the right of way in front of town facilities, 
except on election days.  Andy Buteau advised that the town define the specific buildings in front of 
which there should not be signs. 
 
Glenn informed the Board that a citizen had inquired about a comment listed on an assessing map.  He 
believes the comment is in error and intends to so inform the citizen and ask that the comment be 
removed. 
 
Board members reviewed a proposed RFP for IT services.  Also, Glenn reported that an employee has 
asked for permission to develop a shirt with the town emblem on it, which would be developed and 
purchased at the employee’s expense.  Board members agreed to let the employee research this but they 
would like to see the final design. 
 
Crowley/Southworth moved to enter into non-public session under the provisions of RSA 91-A3II d at 
7:25pm.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote. Also Present:  Deb Peverley, Glenn Smith. 
Crowley/Southworth moved to reconvene the public session at 8:21 pm.  Motion passed by unanimous 

roll call vote. 
 
Crowley/Southworth moved to seal the minutes of the non-public session just completed as divulgence 
of the minutes would adversely affect the reputation of a person not a member of the Board. Motion 

passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 

5. General Business  

 
Board members reviewed accounts payable, payroll manifests and general correspondence.  
Crowley/Allen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 28, 2017. Motion passed. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:24pm 

 
APPROVED BY THE NORTHFIELD SELECTBOARD ON MARCH 21, 2017  


