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NORTHFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

November 30, 2011 

MINUTES 

 

Members present: Patty Howe, Dave Krause, Rich Bellerose and Cathy Thibeault. 

 

Mary Lee – Northern Pass:   Mary Lee presented her position on the Northern Pass project 

which will impact her property directly and the area in general.  There will be 135 foot metal 

towers every 800 feet with additional taller mono poles.  Mary has participated in many meetings 

relative to the Northern Pass and has learned that many towns are considering the adoption of a 

“Right to a Sustainable Energy Future and community Self-Government Ordinance”.  She 

distributed a copy of this Ordinance and asked that  the Conservation Commission review and 

support its passage at the March 2012 Town Meeting. She explained that this Ordinance 

addresses not only the current Northern Pass project but removal of ground water, fracking, etc.  

It gives back the right to protect the town’s resources to the citizens rather than under the control 

of industry.  Mary also asked that the Conservation Commission invite Gail Darrell for a 

community information meeting to help educate residents on the importance of this ordinance. 

 

Discussion followed relative to whether the Ordinance would be presented to voters on the 

official ballot or at the town meeting.  It was agreed to invite Gail Darrell to the January 18, 2012 

Conservation Commission meeting for information. 

 

Minutes:  Dave Krause moved, seconded by Patti Howe to accept the minutes of October 19, 

2011.  Motion passed. 

 

Knowles Pond update:  3 volunteers from Freudenberg joined members for a cleanup morning 

at Knowles Pond on November 12.  Trees were cut, trails marked, rocks relocated and trash was 

picked up.  Sterling Blackey has volunteered to build a low wooden bridge on Chestnut Loop 

where it has become very wet.  The Town’s insurance agency gave the ok for this project.   

 

There is concern about the high level of water and the possibility that the overflow drainage is 

not working correctly.  Dave Krause will speak with Lisa Martin and visit the site to determine 

whether the beaver control device is functioning correctly. 

 

Land donation:  No response from Mr. King. 

 

Correspondence:   

• NH Natural Resources Association – Dave Krause will sponsor the Conservation 

Commission membership for $20. 
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• NHACC – Cathy Thibeault moved, seconded by Dave Krause to pay $265 dues to 

NHACC.  Motion passed. 

• UMRLAC – Cathy Thibeault moved, seconded by Patti Howe to pay $150 dues to 

UMRLAC.  Motion passed. 

• UNH Forest Laws conference 

 

Other: 

• Rich Bellerose questioned how a building can be built on the aquifer on Rte 140 in 

Belmont.  Single residences are allowed within the groundwater protection zone. 

• Dave Krause asked whether the state intended to install a guard rail on the posts at the 

boat ramp on Shaker Road.  The plans should be reviewed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Eliza Conde, Secretary 

 

Minutes approved 01-18-2012 

 


